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Session Information: Physical therapists can literally help to bring a smile to their patient’s face through
rehabilitation after cutting edge surgeries like facial reanimation. They can also address many other
deficits that patients face after treatment for head and neck cancer which accounts for 4% of all cancers
diagnosed in the United States. Although the prognosis of patients is improving due to advances made in
chemotherapy, radiation, and surgery, patients can continue to face significant disability after
treatment. Patients are often found to have side effects from treatment affecting their strength, range
of motion, activity tolerance, ability to emote through facial expressions, and ultimately their quality of
life. Physical therapists as well as lymphedema therapists are in a unique position to provide
preventative, restorative, supportive, and palliative care to patients diagnosed with head and neck
cancer throughout their continuum of care. This educational session will provide an acute care
perspective to review head and neck cancer diagnoses and treatments, discuss the potentially
debilitating side effects, and explore the role that physical therapists play to address the complications
from the sequelae of interventions.
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the last 5 years. Within that timeframe she has worked with a variety of oncologic patient populations.
She has discovered a passion for treating patients with head and neck cancer, including those with both
complex physical therapy and lymphedema therapy needs. Jenelle graduated from the Doctor of
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